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Journey into the 

unknown? 

  

An Easter Message from 

Rev Paul Brewerton 

  

 

Going on a journey can mean many things, it can be a 

mundane bus journey to the next destination.  It can 

be an aeroplane flight to an exotic holiday.  Or 

perhaps, a journey to the corner shop, or even one to 

the dentist.  The hardest journey to undertake is one 

into the "unknown," for that reason death is 

sometimes called the "last journey". 

When I was eleven I travelled to Austria to stay with 

an Austrian family for five weeks.  I was the youngest 

in the group of twenty children, travelling by train and 

boat to Austria.  I well remember the excitement 

changing to one of growing concern - what would my 

"hosts" be like?  How would we communicate? My 

German then consisting of Guten Tag and 

Aufwiedersehen!  Would the food be nice?   

The biggest problem was one that I never anticipated, 

how desperately alone and homesick I was to feel in 
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those early weeks. The disciples must have felt like 

that as they journeyed to Jerusalem with Jesus.  

Feelings of excitement changing to concern at how the 

authorities might react.  The collective feeling of a 

group of people travelling together.  But then, at the 

end, feelings of isolation and fear, unable to come to 

terms with what happened.  It was only looking back 

over the events of that first Easter and trying to replay 

incidents in their minds that they began to find 

answers. 

I invite you once again to join with me and those 

disciples as we make that Easter journey through 

the eyes of the writer Mark.  We will journey from 

busy Palm Sunday through a Passover meal, a 

time of music and meditation as we think about the 

events of the cross, a breakfast communion to a 

joyful songs of praise on Easter Sunday. 

We are fortunate to be able to view the whole Easter 

journey.  Don't be worried if you have not taken this 

kind of journey before, don't assume it is just another 

church visit.  It is the central journey of our faith, the 

journey that shows us just how much we are loved by 

God. 

"Follow me", says Jesus. 
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Winter  Highlights by Garry 

Evans 

To me, dark January and 

February usually drag and they 

didn't let me down this time! 

However, Spring is in the air.   

I am sure you will agree, it has 

been an action packed Winter at HMUC. Rev Stuart has 

sadly left us and Rev Paul warmly welcomed back. Rev Ian 

Coverdale has kindly taken a few services and Rev Raj 

Patta has been recently appointed to our circuit. I attended 

the Christian Unity Service he took in January. Rev Raj and 

his family were really nice.  

I have found Jenny Travis`s services both interesting and 

informative. Deborah and Linda gave their usual enjoyable 

family themed service. In early January, Leo Roberts, the 

‘Charismatic Catholic’, returned once again to add a bit of 

comedy to our service. I always look forward to his services 

and his Liverpool humour. He has agreed to write an article 

for us in a future magazine. Stuart also said he will write an 

article in the Summer Magazine to let us know how he is 

getting on in his new pastures.  

At the end of January James Greig from the world Leprosy 

Mission took our service for Leprosy Sunday. I found it very 

informative and although I knew the disease still existed, 

felt ignorant of it`s extent and of the massive effort still 

needed in the future to stamp it out. Early February saw 
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Paul Brewerton explaining why diseased people went to 

the Rabbi to be rid rather than the pharmacy!, interesting 

all with his knowledge and usual humour.          

I just love the diversity in the different services we have at 

our Church!   

Paul and Sandra`s Lenten family lunch was enjoyed by all 

on the 18th of February and lead us into the first of  five 

Lent study groups, this year themed as ‘Prayer matters’. 

Thoughts now turn to the Easter message.  

A poem by Joan Ebbrell 
 

Spring   (1970) 
  
Buds bursting, birds singing 
  
Brown turns to green 
  
Birds nesting, flowers blooming 
  
Ever changing scene 
  
Rain falling, grass growing 
  
Green turns to gold 
  
Isn’t this the oldest 
  
Story ever told? 
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 On A Winter`s Day 

 

Recall the Summer`s wonderful show 

of blossom and blooms in profusion ... 

and I`m sure you`ll agree it will brighten your day- 

Mother nature is not an illusion ! 

 

I know winter is long and bitterly cold 

but our earth needs a rest I feel sure 

so that—when the spring comes—she can burst into life 

with creations she`s ’holding in store’ 

 

So—don`t feel too ‘down’ when snow is falling 

And frosty winds make us all shiver 

because this will pass and we will have a new start 

Our God is a generous giver 

 

He knows what we need—and what has to be done 

So trust him, he is in control 

 Whatever may come will be part of his plan 

For he wants to give earth back her soul !    

By Dorothy Mason  

WOULD THE PERSON WHO  
TOOK THE STEP LADDER  

YESTERDAY PLEASE BRING 
IT  BACK OR FURTHER STEPS  

WILL BE TAKEN 

Sign seen in an office 
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Reverend Stuart Radcliffe 

 leaves for pastures new 

My wife and I had the honour of being married by 

Reverend Stuart Radcliffe on 2nd April 2016. The 

service was held in Heaton Moor United Church.  

Stuart`s relaxed manner and experience helped 

towards making our day precious.  

I am sure there are many other members of the 

congregation who have benefitted from Stuart`s 

help and encouragement in different ways in the 

last 10 years, and like me, would like to wish  

Stuart , Karen and family good luck and very best 

wishes for the future. 

       By Garry Evans       
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  Men’s Fellowship  

On behalf of the Men’s Fellowship may I wish 
everybody a belated Happy New Year. The new 
season, September 2017/June 2018, commenced 
with a talk given by the Reverend Graham Adams, 
which began the new season of meetings on 
September 4

th
, this then was followed by the 

Reverend Stuart Radcliffe a fortnight later, both the 
evenings, led by ministers within our Church, gave the 
fellowship a good foundation for the forthcoming 
meetings. 

Over this term we have been entertainingly informed 
by a series of speakers who have brought to the 
fellowship their varied and valued experiences of life, 
experiences that have brought to us an insight of living 
beyond our Church walls. All these meetings have 
been based upon friendship and respect, shown to 
each other as well as our visitors and colleagues 
within the meetings. 

At Christmas we invited the ladies of the Church to 
join us for our Christmas Anthology prepared by Jim 
Lowe, the readings were by the members of the 
Fellowship. This was well received by all who 
attended and the evening closed with prayers followed 
by a Christmas “supper”. 

In the New year, which commenced on January 8
th,

 
Andrew Barber gave an uplifting talk on the lessons of 
reconciliation and forgiveness that he witnessed in 
Cambodia, a country that had been torn apart by war 
and destruction, then at the next meeting we were 
entertained by the inspiration and endeavour needed 
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to run the Romiley Operatic Society, this then was 
followed by an evening when the subject was Karate, 
a contrast! but which brought in focus the passions of 
differing speakers. 

These meetings are still ongoing until the end of May 
when we will once again be entertained by the Royal 
Northern College of Music on the 2

nd
 of the month. 

At all times we are looking to increase our 
membership, currently the Fellowship has a regular 
attendance of twelve to fourteen men who come from 
our own Church and our fellow Churches in the 
district. May I therefore extend a welcome to anyone 
who wishes to join us, I can assure that a warm 
welcome will be given. 

Arnold Jones (Secretary) 

Silly Quotes 

The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning 

and a good ending and to have the two as close together 

as possible ! 

George Burns 
   

A preacher visited the house of a parishioner. He saw a 

dish of peanuts on the table and asked could he have a 

handful? 

Later, having been pretty peckish, the Preacher realised he 

had eaten them all and apologized. 

It`s ok said the parishioner, since I lost my teeth, all I can 

do is suck the chocolate off them !   
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Anne Cottam 
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Anne Cottam   7/11/34 ---28/12/17   Obituary 

Anne, the oldest of five children, was born in Bowden, Cheshire, 

but soon after the birth her mother returned to the Belgian Congo 

where Anne’s father was working. 

The family returned to the U.K before the outbreak of war, firstly, 

to Macclesfield , then Bradford and then London. 

Later the family moved back to Africa where Anne attended Kenya 

Girls’ High School in Nairobi. African school years end at Christmas 

so after taking Cambridge overseas High School certificate,  Anne 

spent a six month gap at University of Neuchatel in Switzerland to 

improve her French. 

Further education was at Bristol University where Anne studied 

English and took an active role in student life. In 1954 she 

organized and produced a Nativity play for the Hall University 

Settlement Association. A first year engineering student was the 

stage manager.  

His name was Tony Cottam!  

Three years later they were married at Bedminster Friends 

Meeting House and left for S. Rhodesia  three weeks later, when 

Tony took up a road engineering position near Salisbury. They 

lived in an ex- RAF training camp where Anne’s home making skills 

were put to good use. They included the acquisition of an Alsatian 

called Judy. 

Next move was to a portable house in Umital without mains, 

water and electricity. Fortunately they did have plentiful supplies 

of wood and paraffin. 

Following the arrival of their first son Graham came their third 

move . This time to Beira which was much more civilised with a 
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phone and a diesel generator powering electric  lights. 

After Tony had a change of job,  next move was to a town flat in 

Johannesburg. 

“Whither thou goest....”...more home making for Anne. Should 

she have been renamed Ruth? 

Living in apartheid S. Africa proved very difficult so there followed 

a fifth move to Bechuanland and once again bush conditions –no 

electricity and cooking on a Dover stove in which Anne produced 

a memorable chocolate cake. During  this time Anne’s Sunday 

school pupil numbers rose from around 4 to several hundred—

meeting in the shade of the trees around their home. 

Then it was back to England where Anne resumed the fulfilling 

role of mother and teacher and above all a homemaker for Tony, 

Graham and Charles. 

Next stage of Anne’s life was marred by redundancy and the onset 

of rheumatoid arthritis which greatly restricted her activities. 

However, with her usual resilience and determination, she coped 

magnificently and launched into more sedentary hobbies 

producing, over the years, some magnificent needlework 

creations, despite the pain and deformity in her hands. 

Last year the big decision was made to ‘up-sticks’ again and move 

to  a care Home in York which was nearer their son Graham. They 

settled in nicely but sadly Anne’s health deteriorated and she died 

peacefully in hospital on 28th December. 

We thank God for Anne’s life and extend our love to Tony , 

Graham , Charles, her daughter in law Kay and her grandson 

James who is a student at Oxford. Also to Anne’s wider family and 

friends.  by Noreen Baillie  
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Wine-A Mayonnaise jar-and the meaning of life 

By Margaret Field 

A professor picked up an empty mayonnaise jar, faced 

by his class. He filled it with golf balls and asked ‘Is the 

jar full?’ The students  agreed it was. The professor then 

poured pebbles into the jar which rolled into the empty 

areas. He then asked ’Is the jar full?’ The students 

agreed it was. Next, sand was poured into the jar. The 

sand, of course filled up the remaining areas. He asked 

once more, ’Is the jar full?’ The answer was a unanimous 

Yes! 

The professor then poured two glasses of 

wine into the jar, filling the empty spaces 

between the sand. The students laughed! 

The professor said ’I want you to recognise this jar as 

your life. The golf balls are the important things, your 

family, health, children, friends—things that if everything 

else was lost and only they remained, your life would still 

be full. The pebbles are the other things that matter like 

our job or car. The sand is everything else—the small 

stuff.   

If you put the sand into he jar first, their is no room for the 

pebbles or the golf balls. The same goes for your life. If 

you spend all your time on the small stuff, you will never 

have room for the things that are important! Pay attention 
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to the things that are critical to your happiness. Play with 

your children. Take for medical check ups. Take your 

partner out dancing! There will always be time to go to 

work, clean the house and give a dinner party. Take care 

of the golf balls first—the things that really matter. The 

rest is just sand.  

Then, one of the students asked what the wine 

represented? The professor smiled, and said ‘I`m glad 

you ask’. ‘It just goes to show you that no matter how full 

your life may seem , there`s always room for a couple of 

glasses of wine!’  Margaret Field 

Summer Church Social  

An Italian Evening 

 

 

Saturday 9th June 2018 

6.30pm 

Heaton Moor United Church Hall 

becomes an Italian Restaurant for the evening 

Italian dishes served by our qualified chef ‘Behzad’ 

In Support of the Mustard Tree Charity 

Any Donations no matter how small greatly accepted on 

the night  
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How to increase your charity giving without spending a 
penny extra 

 
Do you ever shop on-line?    If so, did you know that many 
retailers will donate up to 6% of the purchase price to a 
charity of your choice?  Just 

1. Type easyfundraising.org.uk into your browse 
2. Select the charity of your choice (I chose Action for  
   Children 
3. Join 
4. Then each time you shop on line go to the retailer via 
    the easyfunding website (you can download an icon     
   for your toolbar which will take you straight there) 
5. Shop on-line in the normal way – once you have   
   made your purchase the retailer will send a donation    
   to your chose charity. 
6. You will receive regular updates as to how much    
    money you have raised presonally and how much has 
    been raised in total for your charity.  

Simples!  I was surprised that there are only 61 donors 
registered for Action for Children so this easy way of giving 
at no extra cost needs more publicity. 

Deborah 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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Alphabet of Praise 
By Valerie Evans 

All I have is due to you Lord 
Behind me I feel your support 

Constantly I require your guidance  
Doors can be opened for you to enter  

Each day you send new challenges  
Faithfully I try to follow you 

Goodness is being a good neighbour 
Hark the herald  angels will be singing 

Inside or outside you are with me 
Just ask the Lord  for his guidance 

Keep the faith 
Let the faith be your daily comfort 

Mount Zion , the ancient Jerusalem`s hill 
No one is beyond God`s reach  
Open your hearts to his love 

Praying for those who need you Lord 
Quietly count your blessings 

Rivers of Babylon where we sat down  
Sing the songs of the Lord 

Trust in the Lord 
Under your guidance I will thrive 

Vague thoughts! No, the Lord is always there  
Worldly gifts never last as God`s gifts do 

Xmas !  No , its Christmas ! 
You can be seen daily  
Zion, the City of David 
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As we follow Jesus’ journey this Lent we are invited to confront 

the wilderness of our world. 

I’m taking one story for each week during Lent from Christian 
Aid’s Count Your Blessings,  they tell of the journey of Ibrahim, 
Ayuba, Aisha  and Sori, if you decide to follow them, please give 
your donation to Jean James, Beryl Swann or Harry Berry. 

Wednesday 14 February – Ash Wednesday 

Was Valentine’s Day.  What do we love? 

Climate change threatens the things we love and hits our 
poorest neighbours hardest.  Extreme weather from drought to 
flooding forces so many to flee their homes. 

Give £1.00 for each time you entered the front door  

Monday 19 February   

Nana and Ibrahim’s village in Nigeria was taken over by Boko 
Harram.  For the past year they’ve survived in a displaced 
people’s camp with their three children 

Home is an important place for all of us. 

Give £1.00 for how many homes you have owned. 

Monday 26 February – Fairtrade Fortnight 

Did you know that Fairtrade helps farmers protect the 
environment?  They learn to grow their crops in sustainable 
ways and invest in projects that care for their community. 

Challenge yourself to buy more Fairtrade and 
environmentally friendly products.  
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Thursday 8 March – International Women’s Day 

Imagine walking from Manchester to Leeds through the night.  
Could you imagine it?  Aisha walked more than 45 miles with 
her children to safety, the journey took three days. Where have 
you travelled since Sunday ?  

Give 10p for every journey. 

Sunday 11 March—Mothering Sunday  

Reflect  on all who have shown compassion and love. Write 
them a thank you letter  for their love and care. 

Wednesday 14 March  

Sori and her husband used to be able to pay for their children’s 
schooling, but the drought made this difficult.  Now, Sori uses 
the money she received from Christian Aid’s partner to keep her 
children learning. 

Give 20p for every year of  education you completed. 

Wednesday 21 March 

Ayuba has opened up his home to those who’ve fled violence.  
Although his home has only nine rooms, at one point he was 
sheltering more than 100 people!  He told us “they have no one 
else to help them but me” 

Give £1 for every bedroom in your household. 

Sunday 1 April – Easter Day 

He is Risen!  Death turns to resurrection, despair turns to hope.  
Around the world, wherever our neighbour is on their journey, 
We are there. 

We believe in the joyful, glorious world that Jesus 
resurrection brings. We will walk together until we 
arrive.       

 



20 

The life of a Stockport Boy  By Jim Lowe 

 Part one (Final part to appear in the next Magazine) 

Apart from two years away 

on National Service I have 

been loyal to my Stockport 

home.   

Born in 1936 on the border 

of Cheadle Heath and Edgeley, I moved to Heaton Moor in 

1959 having married Barbara. I was christened at St 

Augustines C of E, started Sunday school at St John`s 

Methodist and started primary school at Higher Brinksway 

when aged five. The world war of course was starting 

around this time. I became a boy scout at St. John`s. 

David Goodison, the leader and Neville Cooke, the 

assistant were attached to the Church, Neville being circuit 

meeting secretary. I passed my eleven plus and went to 

Stockport School (Mile end). I didn't particularly enjoy it 

there as most of my friends were at Avondale school.  

Having received my school certificate I left school and was 

accepted onto salary staff at British Rail where I spent the 

next 40 years! Due to shift work I lost touch with Church 

and then joined the Royal Engineers for my National 

service when I was 18 years old to see the world, well, 

Worcester and Gt Malvern for training and Aldershot  for 

21 months as company pay clerk! Here I returned to 

occasional worship and when promoted to  Corporal took a 

Christian Leadership course where I thought about ’faith 

 Stockport School 
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and belief’ for the first time in my life. On my return home 

however I was back into a 7 day work pattern.  

In 1958 I met Barbara thanks to British Rail. We were 

married in January 1959, a very 

simple register office ceremony 

with two friends present. Our first 

child Christine was born in 1960 

and Barbara who had a wide 

range of religious experience 

decided on St Pauls Church, 

Heaton Moor as the place of baptism. Tony, our second 

child, two years later, was responsible for our next 50 

years and counting at  Heaton Moor Methodist, now of 

course Heaton Moor United Church as that is where we 

held his baptism.  

It wasn't long before Barbara and I became more involved 

in Heaton Moor Methodist Church within the Sunday 

school starting in the junior department with Beryl Swann 

leader, with Audrey Biggar and Pauline Chatham on the 

piano. The Church had 3 different departments with 100 

children. I went on to be leader of  the seniors, Sunday 

school secretary, superintendant, then a prestigious 

position, but kept all my other duties as well as running the 

Junior youth club with Brian Field. Busy but great times ! 

A main factor in my Church connection has been the 

‘Men`s Fellowship’ . 50 years of  wonderful fellowship with 

a series of exceptional men who have been my friends and 

                Worcester 
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support in all aspects of life. From early on I became 

Secretary and chair for over 25 years and today I am still 

treasurer. 

The inevitability of Church involvement as many will know 

is  ‘the more involved, the more asked’!  I once said to 

Barbara, many years ago it must be said, ‘the only people 

who talk to me  at Church either want to complain or ask 

you to do something’.  

I  must point out to young families that a proper balance 

needs to be maintained or problems may occur in family 

life. With me it reached a point where Barbara said to me, 

‘the order of our life is’, ‘Work, Church and then Wife and 

family a poor third!’    

My job description, dealing with money as cashier in 

accounts dealing with finance meant I had to use my 

mathematical God given talents which came in very useful 

for some of my Church duties.  

So, with my 6 children having now grown up my youth 

involvement within the Church ended apart from Methodist 

Association youth trips, in particular to the Royal Albert 

Hall (right) in London. They were wonderful.  

In the 1980`s dry rot appeared in Heaton Moor Methodist 

Church and after years of battling it the decision was made 

to demolish and rebuild. We had to prove ability to finance 

this. We sold off the land at the rear where the Sunday 

school was, to a building company, on condition they built 
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the new Church. Architects were appointed and 

unfortunately there were a few problems which led to a 

final litigation problem. This was at a very good and strong 

time in the Church`s life. We had to move out to Peel Moat 

School for a couple of years and proceeded to raise 

£700.000 for the new building. Our treasurer at the time, 

Roland Fitton, took on the finance of the new building. I 

was appointed Church treasurer and part of the fund 

raising team.  

Much of the money was given by members. Many gave 

large annual commitments and much sacrificial giving. 

This is why the Church means so much to many of our 

members and they are somewhat protective of it.  

We sold as said, some land, had a few small grants but 

raised the remainder. Many in the Heatons will remember 

the wonderful shop in the Sunday school run by George 

and Marjorie Amons and team. George was also in charge 

of private donating so the complete sum was raised in full 

but we had the afore mentioned litigation not to be talked 

about !, and had to find a further £300.000 which we did 

and opened in late 1990.  

We were now debt free but penniless. However a 

wonderful stewardship campaign left us with income to do 

all we had planned with the new building and in that time 

had forged a strong link with the local community. We also 

in that time never ceased our charitable fund raising and 

giving for those in need home and abroad. 
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Monday Toddler Group   By Joyce Sinclair 

 

Being a stay at home mum of 

young children brought me great 

joy, but also some challenges. I 

experienced isolation for the first 

time, all my friends were working 

and my family was 250 miles away. 

No wonder I interrogated my 

husband every evening, 

demanding to know what was happening in the “real 

world”! I needed a warm, welcoming space where my 

children could play and I could make some new 

mummy friends! 

Toddler Group at our church was set up to address 

such problems in our community. It started life in the 

old church and carried on in the new building. Beryl 

and Arnold Jones who are central to our Toddler 

Group, became involved 27 years ago. They have 

inspired the love and loyalty of a strong band of 10-12 

regular helpers, some of whom have been involved for 

many years. There are many opportunities to help – 

serving refreshments, washing up, putting away toys, 

reading stories, organising crafts, singing, playing 

music or taking the register.  

At the Toddler Group activities are tailored to promote 

healthy physical, intellectual, emotional and social 

development in the children. From time to time, while 
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talking to parents, grandparents and carers, we are 

able to offer sympathy in difficult times and to promote 

church activities which meet the needs of other family 

members.  

A small charge is made to cover the cost of 

refreshments, craft material, books and toys. All excess 

money is donated to the church funds.  

If you are interested in getting involved, please drop in 

on a Monday morning during term time to see what we 

do and to speak to Beryl, Linda or me. 

In the words of Mother Theresa, we are “doing small 

things with great love”. And let’s read again from Mark 

9; 37- “Whoever welcomes one of these little ones 

in My name, welcomes Me. 

A Letter  of thanks  
From the Wood St  Mission  

A special thank you came in the post from The Wood 
Street mission thanking us for our generous toy 

donation at Christmas.  
“A huge thank you for your support of our Christmas 
appeal with a wonderful donation of toys. Thank you 

for your continued support…Last Christmas the 
generosity of supporters like you helped us provide 

support for over 4,500 children from 2,000 local 
families, an increase on the previous year… 

As a small charity, we could not do our work without 
the generous support of the local community so thank 

you for your  Donation” 
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Thank you for the Music  

by The Three Maestro`s 

Pauline Chatham  David Smith  
  Phillip Wilkinson 

In the first of  three individual editions,  
Pauline sheds light on her musical life .  

Wearing a yellow crepe paper flower 
on my head I danced around Belle Vue 
Circus Ring as a 6 year old . There with my older sister, we 
attended tap and ballet classes accompanied by a pianist. It 
wasn`t long before I realised I was concentrating more on 
listening and watching the pianist rather than the dancing 
though! That experience started me on the road I am still on 
today ! 

With time my parents accepted I desperately wanted to play 
the piano so I gave up a budding Darcy Bussell career to 
spend the next 8 or 9 happy years with my quite elderly 
music teacher, Miss Spencer, learning to play the piano. No 
more playing by ear, but eagerly learning the ’dots’, reading, 
playing and writing them.  

I learnt on an upright piano but sometimes, as a treat, Miss 
Spencer would play for me on her shiny black grand piano. 
That gave me an ambition to have my own one day, which I 
did. It was a Boudoir Grand , which, alas, is no more. 

My earliest recollection of a professional pianist was 
listening to my Dad`s Charlie Kunz records . Listening to 
talented pianists today still gives me a ‘Buzz’. The piano 
really is my first love.       
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 A request at Church for me to play 
the organ filled me with dread and I 
was known as ‘The Reluctant 
Organist’. Ignoring the fact that one`s 
feet have to move at the same time 
as the hands !, It just seemed beyond 
me.  

However, Dr Higginbottom, our 
Church organist at the time, showed me around this 
beautiful but complex instrument. It was mind blowing! 

We had 3 or 4 sessions with ’hands only’ exercises but due 
to other responsibilities on both sides, regular commitment 
was impossible. However, I was hooked so it was agreed I 
should continue to play and in my own time learn by trial 
and error. It was fun except for practice times in winter  
when I would enter the Church in total darkness with the 
eerie sound of huge plastic sheets creaking in the draughts, 
making my nerves jangle !   

Then came the dreaded day I was asked to put my 
knowledge to the test   in a Church Service !  

I survived, with a lot of moral support and have survived 
many,  many more such anxious occasions. 

That was a long time ago now, ——The old Church and 
organ a distant memory,——and of course 
it`s got less nerve wracking over time but 
it still aint that easy, all these years later, 
so, as the book says, — ’Please don`t 
blame the organist, she is doing her best !   
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Chapter and Verse   

Let go, Let God by Anne Hunt 

I once had a poster with a picture of a seagull soaring in a 
clear blue sky. Under the picture were the words, ‘Let go, 
Let God’. Then one morning, soon after Philip and I took 
possession of our house in Heaton Chapel, I found myself in 
the back bedroom looking out at the scene around me.  I 
was feeling uncertain about our move to this part of Stock-
port, and then suddenly several gulls wheeling in the sky 
above me caught my attention. I was reminded of that post-
er, lost many years before during a previous house move. 
‘Let go, Let God’. 

The prophet, Isaiah wrote, ‘Those who wait for the Lord will 
renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings, like 
eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and 
not faint.’  There are many passages in the Bible that re-
mind us of God’s love for us and of His care. He is almighty, 
our deliverer, refuge, guide, protector a tower, a rock, a 
shield and Jesus talks about being bread of life, a fountain 
of living water, the way, the truth and the life; and there are 
many more examples. We have to learn to trust.  

This was something the first disciples had to learn. In St. 
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Luke chapter 5; 1-11, we have the story of Jesus preaching 
to people on the lakeshore, from a boat belonging to Peter. 
Peter and his partners, James and John had been out fishing 
all night. They had caught nothing and were now washing 
their nets.  They were probably tired and depressed after a 
fruitless session and may have been looking forward to go-
ing home for a rest. But Jesus tells Peter to put the net out 
into the deep water.  The fishermen would never dream of 
trying again in daylight –the night is the time for fishing. 

 Peter may well have resented what he was being asked to 
do - but reluctantly, it seems, he obeyed. If Jesus gave the 
order, he, Peter, was prepared to try again.  

That is a lesson for us too. We are not to give up. Sometimes 
we need to try again, something that we’ve tried before. We 
may have ideas about how the church can worship different-
ly, or try to serve our community, but think they seem im-
possible or we haven’t the people to carry suggestions 
through, or we may think the time is not right. We can so 
easily make excuses, as individuals and as a church, but like 
Peter and all other disciples since, we are called to be obedi-
ent; to use the ‘eye of faith’ to see possibilities and to trust 
in God, our Father. He gives us strength and lifts us as one 
eagles’ wings, and surrounds us with his love as with a 
shield. Let go, Let God work through you.  

Alan Shore has a Printer to give away. If you want  it, 
don`t be shy, contact Alan or Garry  - HP  Deskjet  
3055A Complete with CD and instructions (No 

Cartridges) 
As far as known, nothing wrong with it. The model has 

been super seeded or replaced by a Wifi  machine. 
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Pizza, Paint and 

Parables. 

What do 

pizza, 

finger 

paints and 

the parable of the foolish 

bridesmaids have in 

common? 

Don’t know? 

They are all part of the all-

age fresh expression of 

church, run here at Heaton 

Moor United Church, 

which offers counter-

cultural transformation of 

family life through families 

coming together to be, to 

make, to eat and to 

celebrate God.  

Any wiser? 

Of course it’s Messy 

Church! 

As you’re probably aware 

each month our church 

hosts a Messy Church. 

This intergenerational 

church provides a door 

way through which families 

here in Heaton Moor can 

step in and meet with God.  

This way of being church 

is easily accessible. Linda 

and the team leading 

worship offer a warm 

welcome to all, meeting 

with those on the edges of 

church, community, family, 

and faith. They offer 

generous hospitality and a 

loving acceptance of 

messy lives and messy 

people. All making it so 

much easier to join in. 

Those arriving quickly pick 

up that there is no one 

person here with all the 

answers just like any 

family each have a part to 

play, a gift to give.  

Although there is a more 

formal time to look at the 

Bible to learn of God and 

God’s place in our stories, 

equally important is the 

informal learning. The 

exploring and 
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experimenting that 

happens. This is often, but 

not exclusively, done 

through the craft activities. 

Young learn from old. The 

older folks learn from the 

young. Those starting out 

their faith journey meet 

with God in the words and 

actions of those further on 

the journey as they make 

and create together and 

speak of God and life. 

Those who are further on 

their journeys with God are 

caused to stop and reflect 

as those just starting out 

ask questions or raise 

points they have never 

considered before. Here is 

the grace of God not just in 

receiving from each other 

but seen in each of those 

who are open and ready to 

be changed in those 

encounters with each 

other. 

Messy Church here at 

Heaton Moor gives space 

for growing in faith, prods 

us to question how we 

articulate that faith and 

how we live it out. All done 

with fun and in the joy of 

being children of God 

blessed with being part of 

church and a family across 

generations. A family 

which comes together in 

the meal time where again 

relationships are cemented 

over food and chat. Whilst 

reminding us of the 

welcome for all at the 

kingdom feast. 

Messy Church really is 

fantastic. Let’s continue to 

build on its amazing work. 

Please keep praying for 

the congregation and the 

team. And remember all 

are welcome that includes 

new helpers with fresh 

ideas and insights to 

support this growing 

congregation! 

  Jenny Travis 
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Alan Shore’s Book Choice 
Readers of a certain age who 
were brought up with the 
books of  A.A.Milne, ‘Now we 
are Six’ and ‘When we were 
very young’, might appreciate 
the books by Christopher 
Matthew which are a collection 
of poems using the same 
rhyming as the original much 
loved verses. 

When Christopher Matthew 
was six, the poems of Milne 
always reassured him that 
other children were as naughty 

as he was, so on reaching sixty he decided that he should 
adapt Now We Are Six for an older audience. Now We Are 
Sixty is often hilarious, sometimes rueful and always 
thought-provoking. Some verses are about realising we are 
not as young as we thought, while some are about the more 
disconcerting problems of modern life; mobile telephones 
on trains, anti-social behaviour, traffic jams and the internet. 

Some of the original themes are instantly recognisable, for 
instance, ‘The Queen’s Pickle’ which is based on ‘The King’s 
Breakfast’, circa 1924:- 

‘The King asked the Queen and the Queen asked the 
Dairymaid, ‘Could we have some butter for the Royal slice of 
bread?’, 

The Dairymaid said ‘Certainly, I’ll go and tell the cow now, 
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before she goes to bed.’ 

The Dairymaid she curtsied, and went and told the Alderney 
‘Don’t forget the butter for the Royal slice of bread’. 

 

The Alderney said, sleepily, ‘You’d better tell His Majesty 
that many people like marmalade instead’. 

The Dairymaid said ‘Fancy!’ and went to Her Majesty. She 
curtsied to the Queen and she turned a little red, ‘Excuse 
me Your Majesty for taking of the liberty, but marmalade is 
tasty, if it’s very thickly spread.’ 

The Queen said ‘Oh!’ and went to His Majesty; ‘Talking of 
the butter for the Royal slice of bread, many people think 
that Marmalade is nicer, would you like to try a little 
Marmalade instead?.’ 

The King said ‘Bother’ and then he said ‘Oh deary me!’ The 
King sobbed ‘Oh, deary me’, and went back to bed. 
‘Nobody’ he whimpered, ‘could call me a fussy man, I only 
want a little bit of butter for my bread’. 

The Queen said ‘There, there!’ and went to the Dairymaid. 
The Dairymaid said ‘There, there, and went to the shed. The 
cow said ‘There, there, I didn’t really mean it, here’s milk for 
his porringer and butter for his bread’. 

The Queen took the butter and brought it to his Majesty; 
The King said ‘Butter, eh?’ and bounced out of bed. 
‘Nobody’ he said, as he kissed her tenderly, ‘Nobody,’ he 
said as he slid down the banisters, ‘Nobody my Darling 
could call me a fussy man - BUT,  I do like a little bit of butter 
to my bread!’ 
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Youth Group by Linda Fleming 

The young people wanted to do something for the 

volunteers who do so much to help others, so they all talked 

and come up with an idea of having a volunteers evening on 

the 28th January. They put on a finger buffet with tea, 

coffee. They made decorations, prayer flowers, a quiz and 

one of them wrote a prayer.  

QUIZ 

1, Name 5 of the 12 disciples. 

2, Who is Prince Harry’s fiancé? 

3, Name the colours of the rainbow in order. 

4, In which city did Jesus die? 

5, Who was the first Disney princess? 

6, When was this church built? 

7, What was voted nations favourite biscuit? 

8, Who was the first James Bond? 

9, What was Elvis Presley’s middle name? 

10, Which planet is nearest to the sun? 
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Charlotte Evans wrote a prayer. 

Dear God, we are thankful for the volunteers that are here 

today and for the food that we are about to receive. We are 

doing this today to thank them for giving up their time to 

help to form groups to expand knowledge of you our loving 

gracious God and to make new friends. We thank you for 

the roofs over our head and that we’re fortunate to have 

water and three mails a day without a struggle. We went to 

say a massive thank you to Linda for putting a lot of effort 

into all the thing she does with the young children. Amen 

A big thank you to everyone who came to the evening, and 

a big thank you to the young people for all their hard work. 
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   Children`s  Page 
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Easter Services 2018 at Heaton Moor United Church 

An Easter Journey 

March 25th Palm Sunday 10.45 

March 29th Maundy Thursday 7.00 pm. 

-this quiet evening service will also include a simple com-
munion.  

March 30th Good Friday 7.00 pm. 

A Tenebrae Service at which candles are gradually extin-
guished as we hear the passion readings from Mark. This is 
also a service of quiet reflection. 

April 1st Easter Sunday 9.00 am. 

Breakfast and communion (or as I call it a family meal with 
interruptions) 

April 1st Easter Sunday 10.45 am. 

Easter family Communion a chance to celebrate the good 
news of Easter! 

May our journey together be a meaningful one this Easter. 
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Diary Dates 

March 

Sun 4 10:45 All Age Worship with P Brewerton 
    After service—study group wk3 
Mon 5  9:30  Toddlers 
  19:00 Leadership team meeting 
Tue 6 19:00 Fundraising committee meeting 
Wed 7 9:30  Moor Than…a good read 
  10:00 Coffee Morning 
Thu 8  14:00 Prayer Group 
  20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 9   9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
  13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 10     10:30 Saturday Coffee 
 
Sun 11  Mothering Sunday 
  9:30  Early Morning Worship and Holy   
    Communion  with Worship Leaders 
    10:45 Morning Worship with J Travis 
Mon 12 9:30  Toddlers 
    20:00 Men’s Fellowship 
Tue 13 14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wed 14  10:00 Coffee Morning 
Thu 15   15:00 Messy Church 
Fri 16      9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                 10:30 Bouncing babies 
  13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 17   10:30   Saturday Coffee 
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Sun 18 10:45 Morning Worship and Holy Communion  
    with P Brewerton 
    After service—study group wk4 
Mon 19 9:30  Toddlers 
Tue 20 10:00 Property Meeting 
Wed 21  10:00 Coffee Morning 
  15:00 Moor than...tea and cake 
Thu 22   20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 23  9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                 10:30 Bouncing babies 
  13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 24 10:30   Saturday Coffee 
 
Sun 25  Palm Sunday 
  10:45 Morning Worship with J Travis 
    After service—study group wk5 
  18:30 Circuit wide Evening Service with L Moore 
  19:00 Youth Group 
Mon 26   7:00  Coffee at the Plough on the Moor 

  10:30 Toddlers 
  20:00 Men’s Fellowship 
Tue 27  7:00  Coffee at the Plough on the Moor 
Wed 28  7:00  Coffee at the Plough on the Moor 
  9:30  WoW 
Thu 29  19:00 Maundy Thursday Service 
Fri 30    Good Friday 
    Walk of Witness (more details to follow) 
  19:00 Good Friday Service  
Sat 31  10:30   Saturday Coffee 
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April 

Sun 1  Easter 
  9:00  Family Breakfast and Holy Communion  
    with P Brewerton and J Travis 
  10:45 All Age Worship and Holy Communion  
    with P Brewerton and J Travis 
Wed 4   9:30  Moor Than…a good read 
                10:00 Coffee Morning 
Thu 5  20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 6       9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 7     10:30     Saturday Coffee 
 
Sun 8   10:45 Morning service with I Kiernan 
  17:00 Handover Service at Tiviot Dale 
Mon 9  19:00 Leadership Team Meeting 
  20:00 Men’s Fellowship 
Tue 10     14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wed 11  10:00 Coffee Morning 
Thu 12    14:00 Prayer Group 
      20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 13     9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 14  10:30   Saturday Coffee  
    Evening Concert (more details to follow) 
  
Sun 15 10:45 Morning Service with P Brewerton and  
    J Travis 
   19:00 Youth Group 
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Mon 16 9:30 Toddlers 
Wed 18  10:00 Coffee Morning 
  15:00 Moor than...tea and cake 
Thu 19  15:00 Messy Church 
     20:00 Scottish Dancing  
Fri 20  9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 21  10:30   Saturday Coffee  
 
Sun 22 10:45 Morning worship with G Adams    
Mon 23   9:30  Toddlers 
      20:00 Men’s Fellowship 
Tue 24  14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wed 25 9:30  WoW 
Thu 26 20:00 Scottish Dancing (Last one of season) 
Fri 27  9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 28  10:30   Saturday Coffee  
 
Sun 29 10:45 Morning Service with I Coverdale 
                 19:00 Youth Group 
Mon 30  9:30  Toddlers 

ANTIQUE  
TABLES MADE 

HERE  
DAILY  

A sign outside a furniture 

 shop in USA 
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May 

Wed 2   9:30  Moor Than…a good read 
                10:00 Coffee Morning 
  7:00  Royal Northern College of Music Concert 
Fri 4  9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 5  10:30   Saturday Coffee  
 
Sun 6   10:45 Morning Service with P Brewerton 
    General Church Meeting (AGM) after the  
    service 
Wed 9  10:00 Coffee Morning 
Tue 8  14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Thu 10  14:00 Prayer Group 
Fri 11    9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 12  10:30   Saturday Coffee 
 
Sun 13  Christian Aid Week 
  9:30  Early morning Service and Holy   
    Communion with Worship leaders 
   10:45 Morning Service with J Barber 
                 19:00 Youth Group 
Mon 14  9:30  Toddlers 
  20:00 Men’s Fellowship 
Wed 16 10:00 Coffee Morning 
  15:00 Moor Than tea and cake 
Thu 17   15:00 Messy Church 
Fri 18  8:00  Big Breakfast at Tithe Barn 
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  9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 19  10:30   Saturday Coffee 
 Communion      with P Brewerton 
Mon 21 9:30  Toddlers 
                   19:00 Leadership Team Meeting 
Tue 22  14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wed 23  10:00 Coffee Morning 
Fri 25      9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 26   10:30   Saturday Coffee 
 
Sun 27 10:45 Morning Service with G Adams 
  19:00 Youth Group 
Wed 30 9:30  WoW 

Contributions to the next magazine 

Team updates (leadership, worship, fundraising, children and young 
people, circuit, etc.), Poems, Stories, Biographies, Photography, 

Drawings, Humour, Travel, Announcements, And anything else you 
can think of! 

We will need dates for the calendar, notices, pastoral news, ads for 
charity coffee mornings, etc. by 

18th May 2018 
See the back page for Garry’s email. The office will also take 

submissions.  
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Church Contacts 

 
Family Worker  Mrs Linda Fleming 

    07564 839 380 

            lindaewright@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Office         HMUC Office  

    Stanley Road 

    Heaton Moor  

    SK4 4HL  

    0161 431 0262 

        office@heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk 

Contributions   Garry Evans 

Editor   0161 442 8460 

    07901674297 

       evansgarry1956@gmail.com  

  

 

Be sure to check out our website where you will be able to find 

copies of the notice sheet and magazine. Also follow us on 

twitter (H M United Church) and like us on facebook! 

https://heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk 

https://twitter.com/heatonmooruc
https://www.facebook.com/heatonmooruc/
https://heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk/

