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A message from Rev’d Stuart Radcliffe 

I remember when both Hannah and Georgia 
were living in Amsterdam, I loved going to visit 
them however, saying goodbye was always 
hard and something I never looked forward to. 
I used to make sure I did it quickly, made my 
way to the platform for the waiting train that 
would transport me to the airport and without 
doubt, I would never look back! 
 

Leaving friends in Heaton Moor isn’t quite the same, the goodbye 
has been anything but quick and actually on this occasion looking 
back has proved to be quite helpful. 
 
The process of reflecting upon the last ten and a half years of 
ministry amongst you here has been helpful. Above and beyond 
anything else what it has shown is that through the challenges we 
have faced together, through the ups and downs of life, that are 
both inevitable and unavoidable, God is both constant and faithful. 
 
We are reminded of God’s commitment towards us as once again 
our focus turns towards the Christmas story. After 400 years of 
silence from when the Hebrew Bible stops at the end of the book 
of Malachi, to the birth of Jesus, the people of Israel could be 
forgiven for thinking that perhaps God had forgotten them. 
 
However, nothing was further from the truth, and so as John so 
poetically records it we are told that ‘the Word became flesh and 
lived among us’. I actually prefer Eugene Peterson’s translation in 
The Message Bible where he translates the passage as: 
 
 ‘The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the     
 neighbourhood.’ 
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I like it because it places more emphasis upon a God who is here, 
living in our midst, a God who came amongst us to become 
intimately acquainted with who we are, what it is that makes us 
tick, a God who wants to know our hopes, our dreams and our 
deepest fears. A God who in a busy world cares for each one of us 
and most importantly a God whom we can encounter in the 
ordinariness of our lives, in the ordinariness of a Bethlehem stable. 
 
Over the last ten years, that has been my dream for God’s church 
here in The Heatons, that it is a place where people can come and 
feel welcome. A place where they feel safe and loved, a place 
where they can dream and hope and most of all a place where they 
can encounter God. 
 
This is why events and activities like the Dementia drop in, the 
weekly breakfast club, Messy Church, Moor Than Tea and Cake and 
opportunities to meet with our Muslim neighbours and friends are 
so important. It is why each year we give away coffee to 
commuters catching the train to work, and children on their way to 
school and shoppers avoiding the mid day rush, because in our act 
of kindness, in our events and activities and in our worship we 
hope that people might just encounter the God who moved into 
the neighbourhood. 
 
Ten and half years after I moved into the neighbourhood, I leave 
with new friendships, fond memories and an even stronger 
conviction that God is far from finished with his church. I promise 
to keep you all in my prayers and ask the perhaps you may be kind 
enough to keep me, Karen and our family in yours. 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the future 
Stuart   
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A visit to Manchester Cathedral   

On my way to Manchester Cathedral I walked down the 

modern New Cathedral 

Street, passing Harvey 

Nicholls and Selfridges 

outlets to be met by the 

medieval looking open 

area of Shambles Square 

and the Old Wellington Inn. 

The Inn is a half timbered 

building (pictured below) and the oldest of its type in 

Manchester. It was built in 1552 in Market Street and 

became a Drapers soon after. In 1692, John Byrom the 

famous writer was born there. In 1830 the property became 

a public house as it is today.  

The building was moved a short 

distance, in 1970, to make room 

for the Arndale Centre.  

In 1997, due to the Manchester 

bomb damage, £500,000 was 

spent on its restoration. In 1999 

it was moved again, this time 

300 metres, in line with future 

modernisation of the area. It is now positioned 50 metres 

away from Manchester Cathedral. 

I continued past, down the short lane named Cathedral 

Gates and approached the Cathedral entrance.     

Manchester Cathedral 
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It struck me this was the first time I had visited Manchester  

Cathedral which seems a little sad as I have lived locally all 

my life. As I walked in and looked around I was so glad I had 

eventually made it here! 

Unfortunately, the main west porch window and surrounding 

columns were under renovation at the time of my visit. 

However, the other windows around the building, all modern, 

are magnificent viewing.   

The so called Fire Window is found in the Regiment Chapel 

area of the building and is close to 

where a bomb fell in the second world 

war (Manchester Cathedral suffered 

the most damage of any UK cathedral 

after Coventry). The window is red 

and yellow in colour, the effect 

spectacularly representing the fire of 

the explosion. 

A statue of Sir Humphrey Chetham (1853), born in 1580, 

stands in front of the impressive New Hope Window. He was 

responsible for the Chetham hospital, and the present day 

library and school of music  where the Cathedral Choristers 

are educated.  

Thanks to the Stoller Charity, the Cathedral was able to 

install a new Stoller organ this year (see photo above) at a 

cost of  £2.6 million. 

The medieval oak carved screen had to be strengthened to 

support the organ, which was placed on top.  
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Looking up from below the organ, it is quite an amazing 

sight.  

The original organ which has been replaced, was damaged 

by a Second world war bomb in 1940, and had been 

“patched up” ending it`s 75 year existence at Manchester 

Cathedral in 2016. The new organ has 4800 pipes inside the 

instrument ranging from 6 inches to 32 feet high. 

A Little History 

The De Gresle family built a church on the present site in the 

13th century. It was passed on to the de la Warre family. 

Thomas de la Warre became both Baron and Rector of the 

parish of Manchester and received permission in 1421 from 

Henry V and the Pope to build  a collegiate church on the 

site.  

In 1595 the famous astrologer John Dee was made warden. 

The magician, Prospero, in Shakespeare`s play, ’The 

Tempest’ was modelled on him.  

A carved stone angel, viewed in the church, placed to the 

left of the organ at its base, 

is thought to date from the 

9th century. It was 

discovered within the 

Cathedral in 1871. 

Garry Evans 
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Silly Signs 

Warning on a sleeping  

Tablet prescription 

From a book  called ‘Silly signs’ 

  

    May Cause  

    Drowsiness 

Once In Royal David`s City 

The Christmas carol, Once in 

David`s City, was written by the 

Irish children`s poet Cecil 

Francis Alexander in an effort to 

make scripture more accessible 

to children. It is included in her 

1848 publication with such 

hymns as ‘There is a green hill 

far away’ and ‘All things bright 

and beautiful’.  

Two years after her published 

works she married William 

Alexander, who later became 

archbishop of Ireland. The two 

were devoted to the church as 

well as charity work. 

Cecil Frances Alexander ultimately donated the profits from her 

hymnbook to disabled children in the north of Ireland. 
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Under Cretan Skies  By  Alan and Carole Shore  

Recently we were privileged to attend a family double 
christening on the Greek island of Crete. 

My nephew Jamie, from Kendal, lives on Crete with his Cretan 
wife Danae; they have two sons, Alexis and Odysseas, who 
were to be baptised. 

Eighteen family members and friends went from Kendal. 

We flew from Manchester and another ten via Birmingham the 
following day. Friends of the parents and grandparents were 
there. Most flew although one couple went overland. We were 
staying with my brother in a villa by the sea he had hired for his 
family. Our family were staying in a couple of villas in the hills. 
Other guests were staying in local hotels in the area. 

Celebrations commenced on the day we arrived (Thursday). 
We had been up since 4 am to catch our flight and were a bit 
tired! However it was all going to kick off with a barbecue that 
evening until (very) late that night. The following evening there 
were two events, the first was that we were to be tutored in 
Cretan dancing, similar to traditional Greek dancing. The 
second was to be an official meal for all the family and guests 
in a local taverna, ‘Ambrosia’. Again this went on till late, the 
excellent traditional food just kept coming and coming! All 
finished off with jugs of homemade Raki, for those who liked it 
that is! 

Unfortunately the contingent 
flying from Birmingham arrived 
late and missed this event, so it 
was planned that another meal 
would be laid on the following 
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week. We did see their plane, arriving overhead and waved to 
them, but they didn’t see us. 

The following day it was suggested by the dance lady that 
efforts at dancing had not been up to scratch, so it was to be 
repeated!  

All this would take place on the patio of the villa. Our dancing 
mistress turned up again, only to find a new set of clients, the 
school and university friends of the parents. We retreated to 
another taverna for another excellent example of Cretan 
catering. 

Next day (Sunday) was christening day. The church was Agios 
Georgios, near Gourmes,  large enough for 27 worshippers at 
most, whereas 150 guests were expected. This was not a 
problem as a table was set up outside so that the whole 
ceremony could be carried out under the warm Cretan sky 
(typically 84 degrees F,29 C). Beside the table was placed a very 
large urn for the total immersion of the children. This didn’t 
quite happen as the two children aged 5 and nearly 3, were too 
large. 

The Priest arrived accompanied by his assistant and his first 
task was to ceremoniously brush his hair vigorously for a few 
minutes. They then started to 
chant, reading  from the 
priest’s well-thumbed  book. 
No tablets here, biblical or 
otherwise. He was speaking in 
Greek although Danae thought 
it was maybe ancient Greek as 
she could understand very 
little of it. 
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Water was introduced into the urn and some oil added, 
thought to be olive oil, and the mixture stirred up. After some 
more chanting the boys were in turn ceremonially dunked 
three times in the liquid.. The elder child enjoyed it but his 
young brother cried. After the third semi immersion they were 
lifted out, wrapped in towels and the priest cut three locks of 
hair from their heads.  

The boys and their godparents paraded round the table 
together with some co-opted candle bearers, then into the 
church building with as many people it could hold for a final 
blessing and the ceremony ended. 

The towels which were used to dry the boys had been 
purchased by the godmothers and could not be used again 
until the following day when they and the boys had to be 
washed in the sea before being dried. These towels had to be 
of ‘superior’ quality. Think John Lewis not Primark! 

After the ceremony gifts were given to all the guests. These 
were small sticks with a message on a small piece of paper 
which was covered in toffee. 
The message, in Greek, was 
difficult to decipher but seemed 
to wish the holder good 
fortune.  

The ceremonial feast followed 
with the traditional dancing 
that had been rehearsed. The 
meal was held at the 
Cretaquarium which is where 
Danae works as a Marine 
Biologist. Again a good time 
was enjoyed by all until the 
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hired minibuses arrived to take 
people to their villas or hotels. 

On the Monday my brother and 
his wife flew home and we moved 
to a small hotel. This was in 
Hokkini Hani and had some 
building ruins next door dating 
from the 15th century BC which 
were said to be the remains of 
Zeus’s summer retreat. The hotel 
was very near the sea.  We 
enjoyed coffee and baklavas on the terrace of a taverna by the 
water every morning. 

Our family came for us and took us to visit their villas in the 
hills where we had lunch and spent some time with them. We 
used the local buses to visit the town of Heraklion and also to 
visit the aquarium but as tourists this time although we were 
treated to drinks once again. The Cretans were all very kind to 
us. 

Celebrations were not quite finished yet.   We were picked up 
and taken back to Jamie and Danae’s house before walking to 
the Ambrosia taverna for the repeat meal for the people who 
arrived a day late. The formula as before, plate after plate of 
food, local wine and more Raki. 

The next evening we all flew back home, totally worn out, but 
having had a fantastic experience. 

  August 2017  
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Do It Yourself   by Paul Brewerton 

 

 I have to admit DIY is not my forte, but there are 
times when I do tackle some jobs around the 
home. After many years of attempting such jobs I 
have realized some useful maxims. Make sure 
you have the right tools for the job, read the 
instructions until clear, measure everything twice, 
if things are going wrong leave it for a while then 
try again and most important of all don’t do any 
severe movements which involve twisting and 

turning (this may lead to back trouble) 

 

Some time ago I was fitting some shelves in a cupboard and 
determined to finish the job that day all my maxims went out 
of the window. I did not have my power screw driver, I did not 
have the right size drill bit fitted, I could not make sense of 
the instructions, the sliding shelf system was to be fitted in a 
bottom cupboard in the kitchen which involved crouching 
inside it (not an easy manoeuver, even with all the weight I 
have lost!) To cap it all I could not see where to screw 
properly because of my bi-focal glasses! 

 

As frustration mounted so did the determination to finish the 
job- all to no avail, in the end it was Sandra inside the 
cupboard who finished the job. 

 

Later in the evening my back started to twinge. The next day  
I knew something was wrong and the day after that, visiting 
someone in hospital I felt it was me who should be in there. 
By the third day I was unable to walk properly, could not get 
out of a chair without great pain or difficulty. 

I hobbled to a Chiropractic Clinic ---and placed myself literally 
in the hands of the Doctor. 



13 

Bones and discs were put back into place and a series of 
exercises and further appointments were ordered. 

How that mirrors life, we know from experience how we 
should live, how we should behave how much we need God 
in times of difficulty, but if things are going well, we can 
manage on our own thank you. If problems do come it 
doesn't matter- we can cope, even if they begin to mount up 
we still reuse offers of help until it all goes pear-shaped or in 
my back`s case, banana shaped ! 

 

Finally all we can do is turn to an expert and place ourselves 
in their hands, but usually not before going through a lot of 
unnecessary suffering and pain. 

 

Jesus said, 

‘Come to me all who are heavy laden and I will give you rest’, 
the only way to real peace is through Jesus to God. 

God can make right what is wrong, heal our pain and take 
away the cause of our suffering. 

 

God also gives us some useful guidelines in the bible, 
guidelines to keep us in a healthy relationship, but we often 
neglect to read them properly. 

 

We also need to keep up exercising our faith to keep healthy. 
We need to work at our relationship with God. 

There is nothing that you cannot accomplish with God's help, 
as long as you realize you cannot always do it yourself (DIY 
has limitations!). You need God and God needs you, now 
that is a partnership that really works (unlike my electric 
screwdriver!) 

 

    Peace Paul 
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Seen on a wayside pulpit notice outside a village 

church 

When you were Christened, your Mother 

brought you here, 

When you were married, your partner brought 

you here, 

When you die, your friends will bring you here, 

Why not try coming on your own sometime! 

  

Provided by Cynthia  Bayley 

Silly Signs      

Road sign    

In America 

(From a book  called  ‘Silly Signs’) 

 This is not  

Highway 19 
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Prayer of the Very Elderly 

Provided by Edith Mason in 2009 

Blessed are they who understand 

My faltering step and  shaking hand 

Blessed who know my ear today 

Must strain to hear the things I say 

Blessed are those who seem to know 

My eyes are dim and my mind is slow 

Blessed are those who look away 

When I spilled tea that weary day 

Blessed are they who, with cheery smile 

Stopped to chat for a little while 

Blessed are they who know the way 

To bring back memories of yesterday 

Blessed are those who never say 

‘You`ve told that story twice today’ 

Blessed are they who make it known 

That I am loved, respected and not alone 

And blessed are they who will ease the days  

Of my journey home, in loving ways. 
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Home Thoughts  

By Jenny Travis    

At the end of this academic year, 

I hope that we will be leaving 

our home to move away to some 

unknown destination. As much 

as I know in my head that my 

home is my family it is also our 

house.  

It is this house that Anthony and 

I moved into on our wedding 

day. The one we brought each of 

our new born children “home” 

to and where we raised them. 

Though frustrated at times by its 

size as our family grew it is a 

place we love.  

Our house has been a blessing 

providing us shelter, warmth, a 

place for rest, recreation, work 

and learning. It has also been a 

place to welcome others in as 

well as a place of sanctuary and 

peace. 

Over the years there have been 

two extensions, various 

bedroom swops, new designated 

office space and general 

reallocations of space usage as a 

result of our children growing or 

Anthony or me getting new jobs 

or roles. 

Now we are faced with getting 

our home ready for another 

family to move into. As walls are 

painted, memories are covered 

over. Choices regarding new 

carpets as such are not about us 

but this unknown family that will 

be living in our home. 

Knowing all this I am forced to 

confront the fact that our house 

is not my family but it is my 

husband and children who are 

my family. Wherever we are 

together is home. 

This house, this home has been 

and remains precious to us but 

at the end of the day it is bricks 

and 
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mortar and not flesh and blood. 

In its lifetime it has been home 

to many families before us and 

will be to many after we leave. 

Jesus got the importance and 

unimportance of buildings. 

When the paralysed man’s 

friends took off the roof to get 

him to Jesus, his response was 

love and care. He didn’t say put 

the roof back how dare you! He 

didn’t say there’s only one way 

to get to me and that’s through 

the door! 

He spoke of rebuilding the 

temple but only after tearing it 

down. There was “rebuilding” as 

God’s work was done.  

Jesus wasn’t bothered if 

buildings weren’t pretty, just 

that they met the needs of God’s 

mission. After all God used a 

stable for a baby. 

Jesus said himself, he had no 

home. His home was people not 

a house.  

Heaton Moor United Church are 

a wonderful example to me and 

others of living out this balance 

of the importance and 

unimportance of buildings.  

You’ve torn down your church to 

build a new.  

You use every space creatively 

for God’s mission, looking to 

how it can meet needs even as 

these change over time. 

You think carefully how it can 

allow others to meet with God 

even if it means taking out part 

of the roof, so to speak. 

You aren’t concerned with it 

being “pretty” as long as God’s 

job gets done. 

You love your church building 

but recognise that it needs to 

meet the needs of those you are 

yet to meet as well as your own. 

Those you hope to welcome into 

God’s family.  

You show and live Church, as 

people. You are Moor than a 

church building…….. 

Peace    Jenny 
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A King`s Christmas Prayer 

I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year, 

“Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 

unknown”, and he replied “Go out into the 

darkness and put your hand into the hand of  God, 

that shall be to you better than light and safer than 

a known way”   

May that almighty hand guide and uphold us all. 

(Taken from King George VI`s Xmas speech  in 1939 , 

a time of war.)  
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Heatons Communicare 

Can you drive a car? 

Can you spare about 1 hour a week? 

If so, you may be able to help to enable this valuable local 
voluntary work to continue. 

We provide transport to hospitals, medical and social 
appointments for people in the Heatons community who 
struggle to use public transport. 

Drivers are reimbursed their petrol money. 

Maybe you can help or perhaps you know of a friend who 
could help? 

It’s not a regular weekly commitment – you drive when it is 
convenient for you. 

Please speak to Betty Allport, Helen Race or Beryl Swann. 

Thank you 

Heatons Communicare 

 

If you need help getting to  
 
• The health centre 
• Hospital 
• Podiatry 
• Dentist 
• Anticoagulant Clinic 
• Or Visiting a friend 

 
Ring 0161 474 4444 

 
One week advance notice is suggested 
New Volunteers are always welcome. 
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Christmas through the Ages 

Christmas Day, December 

25th,  was set for most of us, 

around 300 years after 

Christ`s birth.  

In medieval times, a major 

feast with goose, beef or 

boar`s head was the 

centrepiece of the yuletide 

table. Records show 

Christmas pies were also 

popular, some speciality ones 

known to be up to nine feet 

across, stuffed with 

everything from rabbit and 

duck to pigeons and 

blackbirds. 

Henry VIII 

was 

unsurprisingly 

a fan of the 

feasts and his 

reign saw the introduction of  

the Turkey on the table. 

Christmas carols hit a high 

around this time , the first 

publication was available in 

1521. 

The flamboyant Elizabethan 

times  as early as 1580 

moved writer Philip Stubbes 

to record ; 

‘More mischief is that time 

committed than in all the 

year besides ...What dicing 

and carding , what eating 

and drinking, what 

banqueting and feasting is 

then used...to the great 

dishonour of God and the 

impoverishing of the realm.’  

Fifty years on Oliver 

Cromwell`s puritans took 

Stubbe`s views 

to the extreme 

by banning  

Christmas 

day`s merry 

making. No feasts, mince 

pies or holly. Church services 

were disallowed. Thankfully, 

Christmas outlasted 
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Cromwell and his 

commonwealth. Christmas 

came back again with the 

restoration of  the Monarchy 

in 1660. 

The origins of many present 

day activities can be seen in 

the Victorian period. During 

the festive time of 1842, 

Windsor Castle saw its first 

ever Christmas tree, set up 

for Queen Victoria and her 

family. The 

introduction of 

the Christmas 

card emerged 

during Queen Victoria`s 

reign aided by a cheap and 

reliable new postal service. 

Also people started 

exchanging gifts and hanging 

up stockings . Father 

Christmas was invented 

though not in a red outfit. 

The Father Christmas we 

know today is usually 

attributed to a Coca-cola 

advert from the 1930`s. 

During the first world war, 

Christmas Day 1914 saw the 

Allied and German forces  

famously emerge from their 

trenches to exchange gifts, 

sing carols and play a game 

of football.   

For every 

Christian of 

course,  

Christmas 

happily celebrates the 

nativity and birth of Christ 

through the New Testament 

of the Bible. Fortunately 

there`s no harm in also 

enjoying a nice filling lunch 

followed by pudding on 

Christmas day, no matter 

what Oliver Cromwell 

thought !   
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Men`s Fellowship Report  

by Arnold Jones Secretary 

 

This seasons Men's Fellowship, 2017/2018, has got off to a 

good start with an average of 12 members attending every 

fortnight who have been meeting in the coffee lounge  

The speakers to date have been talking on varied subjects, 

all of which have been informing as well as entertaining.  

We are pleased to say that we have a new member who has 

joined us from our congregation, however, we hope that 

there are more gentlemen who we would like to join with us 

to swell our numbers. 

We are an open, all age group who come from our own 

Church as well as friends who are not from our own 

congregation, therefore I reiterate that the hand of 

welcome is there for all  who would like to attend.  

There are occasions when our welcome is there for all who 

would like to attend.  Ladies too have joined us for meetings 

that they think would be of interest and hopefully in the 

future there will be speakers whose topics will offer a wider 

appeal when once again our ladies may like to  

join us for the evening.  

In October, the Men's Fellowship organised a wonderful 

evening of music when we invited the Stockport Schools 
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Brass Band, who played a wide range of music, to entertain 

an audience who gratefully expressed their delight at the 

quality from such young musicians. Next year we hope that 

they will return to Heaton Moor Church. The evening raised 

£400 which was shared equally between our Church`s 

charities and the band making the whole evening very 

worthwhile. 

The year 2017 will close with our annual Christmas 

Anthology with Mr. Jim Lowe leading the evening and 

members of the Fellowship giving seasonal readings, an 

evening that brings a Christmas Blessing and brings a 

message of the Birth of  Jesus, our Lord, and Saviour. Once 

again all Ladies are cordially invited.  

The evening will close with Christmas Cake and Coffee. 

It only remains for me to wish all people a Happy and 

Blessed Christmas and may the Spirit of the Living God be 

with us all.  

The Men`s fellowship begins it`s 2018 meetings on the 8th 

January. 
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Bible Quiz 

1. After the flood what sign did God give that he would not destroy 

the earth with a flood again ? 

2. What was the name of Joseph`s baby brother ? 

3. What river was Jesus baptized in ? 

4. How many brothers did Joseph have ?     

 

Answers on page 33 
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Q How did the snowman get to work? 

A On his  icicle 

 

Q How many presents can Santa fit in an empty 

 sack? 

A Only one – after that it’s not empty any more  

Colour Me! 
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 Mustard Tree is Heaton Moor 

United Church’s Chosen Local 

Charity for 2018 

  Combatting Poverty — Preventing Homelessness 

Since 1994, Mustard Tree has transformed the lives of 

people in Greater Manchester, who are trapped in poverty 

or homelessness, by enabling them to gain the skills and 

self-confidence they need to reach their full potential 

 Leon`s  Story 

Leon, 23 left prison with 

nowhere to go and found 

himself sleeping rough. 

Mustard Tree gave him a 

routine, a place to belong, 

and to explore his talents in 

music. He is now feeling 

positive about the future and 

finding work.  

Rosaline`s Story 

Rosaline, 41 came to 

Mustard Tree in 2016 after 

being trafficked to the UK. 

She ended up sleeping rough 

and battling post natal 

trauma. With help from 

Mustard Tree she now works 

in catering and  has a house 

to call home. 

Shaun`s Story   

Shaun, 50, was battling 

depression and lacking 

confidence after being out of 

work. Mustard Tree helped 

him re-discover his love of 

cooking. He is now employed 

as the house chef at Mustard 

Tree !, also helping other 

people to learn the art of 

cooking.   

Mustard Tree`s Ancoats  building 

http://www.mustardtree.org.uk/
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All We Can is Heaton Moor United 

Church’s Chosen Overseas Charity 

for 2018 

All We Can is currently offers a Partner Church scheme, 

whereby your church will journey with a community in the 

Bandawa region of central Zimbabwe over the course of 

a year. Zimbabwe, once the bread basket of Africa, has 

suffered from poor harvests and as a result people are 

struggling to earn enough to cover even basic costs like 

food. Over the course, your church can walk in love and 

solidarity with this community and see how churches like 

yours transform the lives of people in this region.  

 All We Can will provide high quality resources, films, 

worship materials and fundraising ideas throughout the 

course of the year to support your church in this journey. 

You can find out more about our Partner Church scheme 

online at allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch,  

 

http://allwecan.org.uk/partnerchurch
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  Letter from  Lebone Village  

P O Box 28360 DANHOF 9310 177 Springbok Street, Bloemspruit 

9364 tel: 051 5261442 e-mail: info@lebonevillage.com  

Provided by  Janice Barber 

Our Dear, Faithful Friends at Heaton Moor  

Re: Donation to Lebone Village  

I am actually at a total loss for words – I do not know 

how to phrase it differently than before which will not 

seem like “the same old thing again” and which will 

express exactly how we feel about such special people 

who give so unstintingly of themselves; words cannot 

really convey how much your support for these little 

ones entrusted to us, mean to us but I pray you under-

stand when we say this comes from our hearts and we 

are in awe of how our prayers have been answered in 

these tough financial times to make ends meet.  

Your amazing donation just leaves me grappling for a 

way to show just how much it means to us and how 

awesome our God is, He knows all our needs and al-

ways goes ahead of us & provides as only He can 

through His faithful servants. May He bless you all 

abundantly for your faithfulness.   

It is truly encouraging for us to continue, especially in 



29 

the difficult economic climate we are living in, when 

we can rely on involvement from others, please convey 

our gratitude to ALL involved for their generosity to 

our children, on their behalf I echo over & over “ke a 

lebua“; (thank you in Sesotho).  

What a blessing to us when people respond to our 

needs as you have done once again.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you ALL, may you be 

blessed as much as you have blessed us  

With our love  

In His service  

Avril Snyman   Founder/Director  

  

Founder/Director  
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Leprosy    by Betty Allport  

 

Bela is a Mum who lives in a remote village in India.  

She kept noticing that she had a burning sensation in her 

hands. then gradually she lost all feeling in them. She had 

leprosy.   

Fortunately she was treated with Multidrug therapy . Her 

leprosy was cured.  

But :     

Her family and villagers didn't 

understand  

They wanted nothing to do with her- 

even her children wouldn't use the same 

bar of soap or the same utensils as her.  

Bela had to live outside in a small shed where they stored 

and dried cow dung. 

This was in 2015. Can you believe it ?   

A few months later, an awareness camp was set up to 

educate the community about the realities of leprosy.  

Leprosy can now be Cured 

Bela has been allowed back in the house and friends now 

come to visit.   

Her children sit next to her.   

Bela says " l have my family back "   
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Leprosy    

Not everyone with leprosy is as lucky as Bela.   

Near the River Ganges , some people live in a leper 

colony.  

They've been thrown out of their homes and out of their 

villages because they have leprosy.  

And because they were homeless they have no ID , 

therefore no vote , no food rations and often divorced . 

Kalpona lives there. Her family told her to leave their 

village because she was an embarrassment . Her sister 

couldn't get a suitor . They wouldn't go near Kalponas 

house.  

 However Kalpona has found acceptance and love in the 

colony.  She and her second husband have gone on to 

have three daughters and two sons.   

Many people are terrified of Leprosy  

But it is a mildly infectious disease - easily cured   

What is needed is Education about the 

Disease. This where the Leprosy  

Association comes in by offering 

healthcare , rehabilitation , 

housing,  

fresh water and vocational training.  
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Letter  from  Bhups at  Kamla  

Dear Jim (Lowe)  

I hope that the service on the 17th of 
September was successful and well attended. 
Once again my sincere apologies for not being able to attend. 
  
My trip to China was truly spiritual and inspirational. It was a 
daunting undertaking which stretched me physically and 
emotionally. However, I am pleased to say that I persevered 
and as I walked along the Great Wall, I was privileged to 
appreciate the full majestic beauty of this iconic structure, as it 
snaked over distant hills and disappeared into the horizon. I 
was mesmerised by the enormity of what I was experiencing 
and felt at one with nature. 
  
Witnessing the breath taking scenes, one struggles to find 
words that capture the magnificence of the surroundings, the 
sun rising and setting behind the Great Wall was just magical. 
Along the way, sharing stories with fellow trekkers, each had 
an inspirational tale to tell and were raising money for their 
personal causes, knowing that through all our collective efforts 
we will be changing many more lives…that was very humbling 
indeed! 
 
On behalf of the foundation I wish to extend our sincere thanks 
to you and the Church community for the support we have 
received over 2016 / 17. 

Through the work of the Foundation, we are trying to better 
understand how some of the most deprived endure extreme 
poverty and the routes which offers the best hope of uplifting 
them from their plight. The funds raised by the Church will 
enable us to extend our reach and impact and help to change 
many more lives… that is very humbling indeed!  

To all of you, thank you for sharing this journey with us. 

 Kind regards, Bhups 
KAMLA FOUNDATION Changing Minds , Changing Lives 
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THE RAINBOW FAMILY TRUST 

Annual “Friend in a Million” Appeal 
  

Francis House Children`s Hospice Annual Appeal. 

  

 The final grand total for contributions reached 

£375.50 

(Gift aid donations included)  

                  

   Well Done Everybody! 

  

A letter of thanks has been received,  which is displayed 

on the notice board, and they ask us to continue to keep 

Francis House in our prayers 

         

Noreen Baillie 

Answers to Quiz on page 24 

1. Rainbow  2. Benjamin 3. Jordan     4. 11 + 1 sister 

These last few pages are only a sample of the money that 
Heaton Moor United Church raises for charity every year. 
Be sure to let our treasurer, Sharon Heginbotham, know 
who you raise money for and how much you gave. She can 
advise you on Gift Aid (to see if your  total can be raised) 
and it also gives us a better picture of what our church 
contributes through your hard work and generosity. 
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Heaven`s Grocery Store  

       Provided by Judy Harrop 

I was walking down life`s highway a long time ago. 

One day, I saw a sign that read ’Heaven`s Grocery Store’ . 

As I got a little closer, the door came open wide, 

And when I came to myself, I was standing inside. 

I saw a host of Angels. They were standing everywhere. 

One handed me a basket and said ; ‘My child, shop with care’. 

Everything a Christian needed was in the Grocery Store,  

and all you couldn't carry, you could come back the next day for more. 

First, I got some Patience , and Love was in the same row. 

Further down was Understanding, you need that everywhere you go. 

I got a box or two of  Wisdom,  a bag or two of Faith, 

I couldn't miss the Holy Ghost for it was all over the place. 

I stopped to get some Strength and Courage to help me run the race 

By then my basket was getting full, but I remembered some Grace. 

I didn't forget Salvation for Salvation is free, 

So I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. 

Then I started up to the counter, to pay my Grocery bill  
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For I thought I  had everything to do with my Master`s will. 

As I went up the aisle I saw Prayer and I just had to put that in, 

for I know when I stepped outside, I would run right into sin. 

Peace and Joy were plentiful, they were on the last shelf. 

Song and Praises were hanging near so I just helped myself. 

Then I said to the Angel, ’Now much do I really owe ?’ 

He just smiled and said ’Just take them everywhere you go’. 

Again I said ’How much do I really owe?’  

He smiled again and said; 

‘My child, Jesus paid your bill a long, long time ago!’     
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Pastoral News 

We wish Eddie Hickman a very special Happy 

Birthday! 

We wish the best of sight to Madeline Lewis, Betty 

Allport, and Chris Anderson after their cataract 

surgery. 

Congratulations to Linda Fleming who has become a 

grandmother to a healthy set of twins! 

 

Our deepest sympathies to Winifred Morris whose 

brother died. 

 

Carol Jackson has left Stepping Hill and is in Marbury 

House until she is strong enough to return home. 

 

Audrey Marler has moved to Priestnall care home. We 

wish her all the best in her new home. 

We send our love to all those mentioned and to those 

within our church family whose indifferent health or  

infirmity makes it impossible for them to share 

worship with us and we ask you to remember them 

in prayer.  
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Why doesn`t  Father Christmas  ever get ill 

going  down chimneys ? 

He has a flue jab every year ! 
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The Magazine Team 

Garry Evans—Contributions Editor and contributor 

Christine Hufton—Layout and Co-editor 

Bob Docherty—Proof reader 

Margaret Field—Assembly Manager 

Beryl Swann —Distribution 

A big thank you to all those who have contributed! The quality of 

the articles is fantastic and I hope you all enjoy reading this as we did 

putting it together. We could not do it without your input and 

support.  

Contributions to the next magazine 

• Team updates (leadership, worship, fundraising, children and 

young people, circuit, etc.) 

• Poems 

• Stories 

• Biographies 

• Photography 

• Drawings 

• Humour 

• Travel 

• Announcements 

• And anything else you can think of! 

We will need dates for the calendar, notices, pastoral news, ads for 

charity coffee mornings, etc. by 

12th February 2018 
See the back page for Garry’s email. The office will also take 

submissions.  
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MOOR 

THAN…. 

A GOOD READ  

 

 

 

 

 

At Heaton Moor United Church 

Upper Coffee Lounge 

On First Wednesday in the month  

9.30 am- 10.30am 

Contact:  Paul Brewerton Tel.0161 376 2533 

Email: revbrewerton@gmail.com 

Moor than...has hit the 

headlines! Check out 

page 65 of the 

December/January 

issue of  the Moor 

magazine to find 

Stuart’s article. It is 

moor than a good read! 

mailto:revbrewerton@gmail.com
http://flk.bz/DdxI
http://flk.bz/DdxI
http://flk.bz/DdxI


40 

Diary Dates 

December 

Sun 3rd  10:45 Morning Worship with S Radcliffe 
  18:30 Service of Loving Remembrance with S  
    Radcliffe 
Mon 4th  9:30  Toddlers 
  19:00 Leadership team Meeting 
Wed 6th  9:30  Moor Than…a good read 
  10:00 Coffee Morning 
Thu 7th   19:30 Advent Study Group 
                20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 8th      9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
Sat 9th     10:00 Winter Fair 
 
Sun 10th  9:30  Early Morning Worship and Holy   
    Communion with L Kemp 
    10:45 Gift Service with G Adams 
    19:00 Youth Group Christmas Meal 
Mon 11th  9:30  Toddlers 
    20:00 Men’s Fellowship 
Tue 12th  14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wed 13th 10:00  Coffee Morning 
     13:00 Tithe Barn Christmas play (time needs to  
    be confirmed) 
Thu 14th   14:00  Prayer Group 

   15:00 Messy Church 
   19:30  Advent Study Group 

Fri 15th     9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                 10:30 Bouncing babies 
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Sat 16th    10:30   Saturday Coffee 
 
Sun 17th  10:45 Morning Worship and Holy Communion  
    with S Radcliffe 
    16:00 Carol Service with S Radcliffe 
Mon 18th  9:30  Toddlers 
Wed 20th  9:30  WoW 
Thu 21st      Office closed until 3rd January 

   19:30 Advent Study Group 
 

Sun 24th   10:30 Nativity with L Fleming 
                  23:30 Midnight communion with S Radcliffe 
Mon 25th  10:30 Christmas Service with S Radcliffe   
    (Stuart’s  last service at HMUC) 
 
Sun 31st  10:45 Morning Worship with I Coverdale 
 

More dates on the following pages. 

Morning Prayer in the Patio Room 

Every Sunday at 10.15 am 

There will be a 15 minute period of prayer on Sunday 

Morning. We will pray for the person (s) leading worship 

and all others involved in the activities of the 

day. We will also remember those unable to be 

with us. This prayer time is in addition to the 

Thursday prayer meeting. -Anne Hunt  
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January 

Wed 3rd  9:30  Moor Than…a good read 
                10:00 Coffee Morning 
Fri 5th      13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 6th     10:30     Saturday Coffee 
 
Sun 7th   10:45 Morning service with L Roberts 
   18:30 Evening Service and Holy Communion  
    with A Hunt 
Mon 8th   9:30  Toddlers 
  19:00 Leadership Team Meeting 
  20:00 Men’s Fellowship 
Tue 9th      14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wed 10th  10:00 Coffee Morning 
Thu 11th    14:00 Prayer Group 
      20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 12th    9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 13th   10:30   Saturday Coffee  
  
Sun 14th  9:30   Early morning Service and Holy   
    Communion with P Brewerton  
   10:45 Morning Service with P Brewerton 
   18:30 Evening Service with I Coverdale 
   19:00 Youth Group 
Mon 15th  9:30 Toddlers 
Tue 16th    10:00 Property Meeting 
Wed 17th  10:00 Coffee Morning 
  15:00 Moor than...tea and cake 
Thu 18th    15:00 Messy Church 
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     20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 19th   Start of Prayer for Christian Unity week 
                 9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 20th   10:30   Saturday Coffee  
 
Sun 21st  10:45 Covenant Service and Holy Communion  
    with J Travis 
   18:30 Service of Unity with R Patta 
Mon 22nd  9:30  Toddlers 
      20:00 Men’s Fellowship 
Tue 23rd    14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wed 24th  10:00 Coffee Morning 
Thu 25th  20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 26th    End of Prayer for Christian Unity week 
                 9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 27th   10:30   Saturday Coffee  
 
Sun 28th  10:45 Morning Service with J Greig 
   18:30 Evening service with L Kemp 
                 19:00 Youth Group 
Mon 29th  9:30  Toddlers 
Wed 31st  9:30  WoW 
 

More dates on the following pages. 
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February 

Thu 1st  20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 2nd    9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 3rd    10:30   Saturday Coffee  
 
Sun 4th    10:45 Morning Service with P Brewerton 
   18:30 Evening Service and Holy Communion  
    with A Hunt 
Mon 5th  9:30  Toddlers 
                  19:00  Leadership Team Meeting 
                  20:00 Men’s Fellowship 
Wed 7th  9:30  Moor Than…a good read 

                          10:00 Coffee Morning 
Thu 8th   14:00 Prayer Group 

                          20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 9th    9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 10th   10:30   Saturday Coffee 
                 16:00 New Year’s Social 
 
Sun 11th  9:30  Early morning Service and Holy   
    Communion with I Coverdale 
   10:45 Morning Service with A Lunn 
                 19:00 Youth Group 
Mon 12th  9:30  Toddlers 
Tue 13th  14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wed 14th    Ash Wednesday 
                   10:00 Coffee Morning 
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Thu 15th    15:00 Messy Church 
                 20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 16th   9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 17th  10:30   Saturday Coffee 
 
Sun 18th  10:45 Morning Service with P Brewerton 
      After service study group with lunch –  
    Holy Habits week 1 
                 18:30 Evening Service with J Barber 
Mon 19th Half Term – office closed for renovations – No toddlers 
                   20:00 Men’s fellowship 
Wed 21st  10:00 Coffee Morning 
  15:00 Moor than...tea and cake 
Thu 22nd  20:00 Scottish Dancing 
Fri 23rd       9:00  Moor than a breakfast 
                10:30 Bouncing babies 
                13:30 Dementia Friends 
Sat 24th  10:30   Saturday Coffee 
 
Sun 25th  10:45 Morning Service with J Travis 
      After service study group with lunch –  
    Holy Habits week 2 
  18:30  Evening Service with I Coverdale 
Mon 26th   9:30  Toddlers 
Tue 27th  14:00 Ladies Fellowship 
Wed 28th  9:30  WoW 
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Heaton Moor United Church is online! 

 

 

 

 

You can find the following; 

• Notice sheets 

• The magazine 

• Events 

• And coming soon...the room diary 

https://heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk 
Also follow us on twitter (H M United Church) and like us on 

facebook! 

 

We also have wi-fi in the building 

Find HMUC_Public on your list of available networks. 

The password is heatonmoor 

 

https://heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/heatonmooruc
https://www.facebook.com/heatonmooruc/
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Moor than...Tea and Cake 
Wednesday 17th Jan and 21st Feb 

3pm to 4:30pm 

Heaton Moor United Church on Stanley Road 

 

Join us for an 

afternoon of 

chatting, 

singing, dancing 

and tea and 

cake! 

Come on your 

own or with a 

friend. 

A warm 

welcome 

awaits you! 
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Church Contacts 

 
Family Worker  Mrs Linda Fleming 

    07564 839 380 

            lindaewright@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Office         HMUC Office  

    Stanley Road 

    Heaton Moor  

    SK4 4HL  

    0161 431 0262 

        office@heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk 

Contributions   Garry Evans 

Editor   0161 442 8460 

    07901674297 

       evansgarry1956@gmail.com  

  

 

Be sure to check out our website where you will be able to find 

copies of the notice sheet and magazine. Also follow us on 

twitter (H M United Church) and like us on facebook! 

https://heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk 

https://twitter.com/heatonmooruc
https://www.facebook.com/heatonmooruc/
https://heatonmoorunitedchurch.org.uk/

